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Rush Creek flows through Silver

and Grant Lakes. This section yielded a small brown. :

- By Don Vachini

I he early morning chill found ino_st

of the campground’s occupants

still snuggled in their sleeping bags as
my two sons and I proceeded toward
one of the lake’s inlet sireams. Dawn’s
first light caught the mirror-like reflec-
tions of the nearby snow-covered peaks.
We were the first anglers on the shore-
line, shattering the lake’s calm surface
- with our lures. s L

Unsuccessfully trying to suppress our
shouts of joy, we enjoyed a triple hook-
up! Soon three small, silvery rainbow
trout flopped on the gravel beach and
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within the span of five more minutes or
$0, three more joined them. Not many
things could have pried me away from
this bounty, but the anficipation of fresh
trout for breakfast was one. :
Matt, Jason and I were just beginning
a three-day stay at the eastern High
Sierra’s famous June Lake Loop. The
Loop, Located due east of Yosemite
National Park, consists of a chain of four
lakes plus two interconnecting streams,
June, Gull, Silver, and Grant are fed pri-
marily by seepage emanating from M.
Davis (elev. 12,311 feet); Mt. Lyell

{elev. 13,114 feet); Donohue Peak {elev.
12,043 feet); Mt. Wood (elev. 12,637
feet), and June Mountain (elev. 10,135
feet) to name a few. Rush and Reversed
creeks serve as the main feeder streams.
Situated five miles south of Lee Vin-
ing and 65 miles north of Bishop, the
Loop is connected by Highway 158,a
17-mile-long, cre scent-shaped road .
which provides access from Highway 395
in two places. e :
Facilities abound on the Loop. Camp-
grounds are focated adjacent to all its =~

waters and there are resort lodges, mo-

tels, stores and restaurants. B
All of the lakes offer boat rentals and
launch facilities for a reasonable fee. _
A major irailhead to the backcountry
originates at Silver Lake. A pack station

provides horses for either a leisurely
 afternoon ride or a several-day trek into

the vast Minarets Wilderness.

While this country offers much vari- .
ety in the way of outdoor activities, it is
fishing that draws the majority of the _
people here, including our party. These
waters are very popular, especially with
the Southern California crowd, and are
under extremely heavy angling pressure.

Largely dependent on stocks from
the Department of Fish and Game (DEG),

| three separate state hatcheries share
planting duties on the Loop. According

to Bob Iselin, Hot Creek Hatchery man-
ager, “Hot Creek (hatchery) is primarily
responsible for planting Loop streams,

 Fish Creek (hatchery) for lakes and M.

Whitney (hatchery) for occasional plants

of brook and brown frout.” - -
June Lake, which gave its name to the

town overlooking it, is the highest of the

| lakes at the 7,600-foot elevation mark.

The town caters to fishermen in the
summer and skiers during the winter,

To catch the abundant rainbow trout
of this lake an angler stands a better
chance when fishing from a boat. While
several shoreline areas can be productive,
a boat affords maneuverability to locate
concentrations of fish,

Unless one prefers to anchor and still-
fish while taking in the rich alpine setting,

- trolling is the consistent way to take trout
from the lake. Lead-core line is the

choice of most of the trollers at June
Lake. This allows anglers to adjust to
depths easily, depending on the time of
the season. Triple Teasers, Needlefish

| and small Herring Dodgers have proven
_ very, very successful here for trollers. .

Two good areas to troll for starters
would be the flat rock formation at the
northeast end of the lake and the shore-
line immediately across the lake from
the marina, :




~ Trolling depths will vary depending on
time of year. Early in the season, after
_ice-out, mear surface is the place to be

while later in the year depths to 60 fect - :

are necessary.

if one is shore ﬁshmg, a light-action
spinning rod and reel with four- to six-
pound monofilament is more than ade-
quate for the lake. We used four-pound
line with our ultralight tackle and found
this very capable of handling lures, bait
and fly/bubble setups. It also enhances
the battle, especially for smaller trout.

‘The DFG is especially generous with
plants to thislake. Since June Lake is
one of the heaviest fished waters in the
county, it is heavily planted, mote so
than others. Plants currently average
5,000 to 6,000 rainbow per week in the
lake. These are big fish, too, averaging
‘one pound or better in some cases.

Though a friend once took a nine-

. pounder from the dock and there are
occasional rumors of fish to 20 pounds,
the average rainbow caught here is ten
to 12 inches and just under a pound.

June Lake overflow spills downhill
by way of Reversed Creek to the smal-
lest of the Loop lakes, Gull. Probably
named after an abundance of seagu]]s in
the area, Gull Lake is only 60 feet deep
- and covers about 40 acres. This is the
only lake that absolutely must be fished
with a boat. Tules and poor sho:e aceess
are the reason.

Trolling or stillfishing are the two
popular methods for the lake. Stillfish-
ing with salmon eggs and marshmallows
or trolling Triple Teasers and Needlefish
with lead-core line is highly effective.

While Gull is planted weekly with be-
tween 2,000 to 3,000 rainbow, the lake
offers another species of trout — brook
trout are occasionally planted here, too,
primarily to offer some diversity in the
- fishery. Years ago, this water was noted
for being a fine brookie fishery and the
intent was to maintain it solely as such.
However, this didn’t prove economically
feasible and now the brookie is only an
incidental catch. According to the DEG,
- small amounts of fingerlings and catch-
 ables are stocked in alternate years with
brood fish from the Mt. Whitney Hatch-
~ ery released about every third season.

Late one evening, I participated in one
of the “incidental” brookie encounters.

" Operating out of an inflatable raft, I
noticed a small trout consistently dimp-
ling the surface near a stand of tules. On
my second try, it inhaled the No. 14
Mosquito and fought gamely. Barely
filling my hand, it resembled a high
country jewel, with its red dots, blue
halos and white-edged fins. [1eleased it,

of course. Too small to be a catchable,
it was more than likely a surviving finger-
ling plant from the previous season.

Gull Lake trickles into Reversed
Creek, which flows over a hill and emp-
ties into Silver Lake almost three miles
away. Two other streams, Rush and
Alger, add their flow to this lake with-

' Rush continuing on through the lake.

Qur campsite was nestled in a small
meadow next to the clear but swollen

. stream, just below where it exits the

lake. Over our breakfast trout from Sil-
ver Lake, I admired the awesome scenery
of this Mono County area. Listening to
rushing water, squealing gulls and dron-
ing mosquitoes, I stared upward at the
snow-covered peaks. This kind of set-
ting is common around all of the Jakes
but this one seemed especially com-
manding, with the peaks distinctly
framing the blue skyline.

The three tributaries offer very pro-
ductive fishing, with Rush and Reversed
inlets best worked from a boat duc to
marshy access. The Alger Creek en-
trance (where we caught our breakfast)
1s a pnme shore area.

Author’s soh, Jason nets a typical Rush
Creek rainbow. :

Boat anglers usually troll with the
same lead-core line and lure setup as on
the other lakes. Anglers can also use
Ford Fenders or Dave Davis Flashers
with a night crawler. Four- to six-pound
line is acceptable for these setups if you
prefer not to use lead line,

Shore fishing is more popular here
due to plentiful open shoreline areas
and good structure. The shoreline near
the road is a good hot spot. Bait fisher-
men using salmon eggs, marshmallows and
night crawlers score well here as do lure
pitchers. Mepps, Rooster Tails, Panther

Martins, Super Dupers and Kastmasters
are all effective, especially after recent
plants.

At certain times durmg the season,

usually after spring runoff, hatches occur -

which can provide exciting fly fishing
action. When these emerge, a ily/bubble
rigged with either a Black Gnat or Black
Ant is the ticket. Hornbrook and Black
Ghost patterns are good fished deep,
too. :

- Planted abundantly by the DFG on a

weekly basis, the most commonly caught

trout are rainbow, although a few browns
and brookies are present, too. The state
record brook trout was caught from this
lake in 1932.

Rush Creek flows out of Silver Lake

and traverses a three-mile- -long canyon

before entering Grant Lake. Thisis the
biggest of the four lakes and provides a
unique fishery for two kinds of trout.
Lead-core line and the same types of
deep running setups as mentioned pre-
viously are all used here but anglers try-

ing for browns rig up with three- to five-
_inch Rebels and Rapalas. Deep is the

word, especially early in the scason.
~ This water, susceptible to heavy
winds, is devoid of shorelme cover and
has a tather stark appearance. However,
there are some large rainbow and browns
in it and if any of the four lakes could
be counted on to belt out a large trout,
Grant would be my bet. -

- In the early season, 90% of the catch
is made up of planted or holdover rain-

| bow. However, as the season draws near

September and Octaber, some large

‘| browns enter the catch regularly, mainly
_ near the inlet end of the lake. Many of

_the brown trout present in here are

_descendents of plants made in the late

1800s according to the DFG. Brown
trout ascend Rush Creek to spawn in late
fall, accounting for the fact that many
are caught near the inlet stream later in
the season.

The stream is plam‘,ed weekly with
catchable rainbow; and the DFG sup-
plements the brown population several
times a season, mostly with larger size
fish. Fingerlings would most likely end
up in the stomachs of larger trout.

Fishy locations are hard to pinpoint
on such a lazge body of water. However,

| for trollers, the long east shoreline near

the highway offers consistent results as
does the “narrows,” located south of the
marina. .

For shore anglers, bait is the most
common method, sitting and waiting for

the fish to cruise by. Salmon eggs, marsh-

mallows and night crawlers work their
magic here, too, as do spoons and spin-
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Experienced fishermen know
weeds taking yvour bait or line; Troy’s Egg Sac Floaters will keep Your egg sacs free,
ghly visible, These 8ag size floaters are available in fluoreseent colors that you
work for you, This is goad news for fishermen everywhere. Once you have
99 Sac Floaters, You won't be without them again! Each package malkes

that egg sacs get results. Why take chances on snags or

'ﬂ-----..-...-.-.--n---q.S‘-I.dl-.lq.-..ﬁ'..-i-.‘-lI-.l.-.d-

: BEECH PRODUCTS Eh%tfr‘.’é‘oﬁffoﬁ 37422 ‘

$2.95 Per Package  BONUS: 6 Packages/$15.00

[} FREE BONUS! Check this box when orde,ri-n_g G or more packages and .'
receive a FREE RAINBOW PACK. . e :

Calor: Qty: Cost:

Red: 00 ) LS

Orange i

Yelfow ...

Green

2P Piniciidcis

: Chartreuse el
Canadian Ordersadd =~ : $1.00 P & H ;

-50¢ per package ; TOTAL

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME
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A° QUICK DISCONNECT |
* ALL-WEATHER SEAT SYSTEM

Patent pending.

Fish-On! All-Weather Seats

Weatherproof seats designed with multi-
directional flexibility offer increased
shock absorption and reduced seating
fatigue for prolonged seating combd.

: Textured for use without upholstery, or

i Shap on our comfortable All-Weather

. Cushions or Sport Pad. i

—ah

Fish-On! Quick
Disconnect Seat

) Positive locking
disconnect
-/ allows seat
.~ installation or

removal with

. push button ease.

: Features the 360° swivel with no

moving parts, corrosion free self-lubricating materials,
and a fold-down back for compact storage.

) Provides stabilized leveling and
maneuvering control by

J allowing QD Seats to

/ slide port or starboard _

toirim the load. =

" Fish-On! QD Trim Track

701 5. Orchard 5t,, Seattle, WA 98108 Call 1-206-762-1410
or toll-free 1-800-426-2600 for the dealar nearest you.
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ners cast at random. The east shore is
productive for landlocked anglers, tao.
Another productive locale on Grant
1s where the stream enters near the
lake’s outlet. The flow is from water
diverted from Lee Vining Creek and it
provides excellent structure for both

| planted and native trout.

I have had good luck in the arfea near
the lake’s marina, where newly planted
trout tend to congregate, gaining some
protection from the cove before they '
spread out. - -

Rush Creck begins high in the back- ,
country, the product of perpetual glacial
melt from Mt. Davis and the Davis Lake
chain, and drops rapidly to enter Silver
Lake. As previously mentioned, it con-
tinues almost three miles into Grant
Lake. Many years ago it flowed from
Grant in steady torrents into Mono Lake,
Today, below the lake, it virtually dries
up by late summer, its flows diverted

| southward to serve as part of the dome&

tic water supply for Los Angeles,

In the backcountry it is high and cold
early in the season and 2 mere trickle ‘
later. However, during the early summer
the stretch between the two lakes flows
well and offers a good fishery, mostly
for planted rainbow. Highway 158 paral-

| lels the creek, closely in some stretches.

Heavy willow brush and dense cotton-
woods restrict access in many spots and
limit it primarily to bait fishing. '

One morning Jason and I left the ,
campground and walked downstream a
few hundred yards to a huge switling
hole. Twatched as he flipped a small
Kastmaster toward the opposite shore
and dredged it deep back across the run-

| off swollen current, Affer several similar

casts, he sct the hook into a typical Rush
Creek rainbow and the fight began.
Watching him battle and net the small
trout in the fast flows while his body was
bracketed against a mountain snow field,
I felt a great sense of fatherly pride. While.
the trout wasn’t memorable, the moment
surely will stand out in my mind for a
long time. o
The section immediately above Grant
enters a deeper canyon as it moves away
from the road. Some nice browns some-

 times enter the catch here but anglers

earn their catch. The spawning habitat
on this creek is ideal with an abundance
of fine gravel and dense cover. In fact,
very few really big browns are caught in
Rush Creek because their spawning ritu-
als take place in late fall after the season
has closed. e . :
Reversed Creek begins as the outlet to
June Lake, flows into Gull Lake and
terminates at Silver Lake. The ribbon-




thin section between June and Gull is
virtually unfishable and provides no real
habitat anyway. Below Gull, the creek

_provides a fair early season fishery for
planted rainbow but becomes an insignif-
icant trickle late in the season. Earning
its name via an optical illusion, it flows
toward the mountain, making it appear
as if it were going in reverse.

The Loop’s popularity is directly re-
lated to its outstanding fishing. How-
ever, how can a fishery that is so heavily
dependent on hatchery plants be so con-

* sistently good? The simple answer lies in
the fact that the June Lakes are subject

to a general trout season. Whereas many |

other waters in the state have year-long
seasons, the lakes and streams of Mono
. and Inyo counties are closed approximate-
* ly half the year. From Qctober 31 to the
last weekend in April, the trout season is
closed, primarily due to winter weather

which settles in swiftly in these mountain-

- ous couties. 4

This respite has twofold benefits. It

* allows native fish (mostly browns) a
chance to spawn successfully as well as
allowing surviving planters a chance to
grow larger. Obviously any of these
planted trout that survive and become
holdovers are going to be quality fish by
the following season.

Secondly, with this seasonal control,
the DFG can plant after closure in the
fall and right before the opener. Many
times surplus brood stock is planted after
the season closes, adding to the following
season’s appeal.

It is no wonder that the opening of
trout season is held in such high regard
in these counties. While the lakes and
streams are under pressure, it is not year-
long. The waters are given a chance to
recover and build up stocks and this pays
dividends the following season.

As one zips along Highway 395 from
Southern California, the treeless, sage-
brush, high desert scenario provides a_
land of contrast and beauty. Sheer gran-
ite faces of the eastern Sierra conceal
many cirque-bound lakes and verdant,
cottonwood-lined canyon streams that
go unnoticed by casual observers. But
‘only a few miles off 395 there is usually
exceptional season-long trouting to be
found, as these side roads straddle prime

 waters,

The June Lake Loop is one of these,
for the surrounding land and water offer
somethiilg for everyone. One can visit a
day, a week or a season and not tire of
the adventures available. Based on my
past experiences, | have found it to be a

- rewarding location. For my part, I am
going to loop the Loop again soon. O

. ¢ Rod repair and wrapping

Don and Lola McClain - m
“*Fly Fisherman's @J : : '
Headquarters” 5 b flles & ?Ods
“\WWE SPECIALIZE IN

¢ Custom made rods—""The rods with
KNOW-HOW built in’

PERSONALIZED SERVICE”
* Koffier Boats
* Custom rods: bamboo, graphlts glass
* Orvis fishing tackle & apparsl
* Quality flies & tying equipment
» Fly tying clases: Beg., Interm., Adv.
* Rapair service: rods and reels
* Fly fishing technigues for trout, winter
and summer steethead . :

_SEND FOR FREE CATALOG

STEWART CUSTOM TACKLE
17310 NE Halsey, Portland, Ore. 97230

¢ Reel repair and parts

¢ Custom tied flies—send us a sample or
tell us the name of the pattern

4 Largest selection of fly tying materials
in the Portland area

¢ Information on the hot spots

When in Portland, drop in and see us!

Tues-Fri, 10:00-8:00; Sat, 10:00-5:00

DON‘S TACKLE SHOP

7622 S.E. Foster Road, Portland,
QOregon 97205 {603) 774-5270

Phene {503) 2542359

MAIL ORDER MERCS

In Wash, 1-800-858-0859
MARINA InUSA 1-800-631-6316
2111 lowa bt. » Bellingham, WA 98226 Local Phone 1-206-734-9660

at discount prices

We nevd to make room for all the new 1985s coming in.
Prices are slashed on all brand new, factory fresh 1983
and 1984 madels now in stock. Check our prices before
you buy and SAVE. We accept orders by mail, or phone
one of our toll free numbers and order your Merc today!

SPRING SPECIALS:
Year/Size Reg. Price  Sale Price
. 1984 2.2 HP SO0 s $359%

19843.5HP  $694 ... .. $459%
198545 - 98375 o $649*%
19857 SHP: $1088.. $829%
1984750 Sigos [ $799%
19849.8HP  $1426 ..... $999*
1984 18 HP  $1728 ....$1149%
198318 L $1700 . ...$1099%
1983 18 EL  $2199 ....81399%
198525 HP  $2032 ....81449%
1983 2SHP L $1882 .. ..$1249*
198425EL  $2310....$1599*

*All Motors comé with Gas T‘mlﬁ
Electric Models include: Props. Controls and Cables.

il Sa1®8],
OUTBOARDS

LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND
~ SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR S
RESORT OWNERS AND GUIDES | 'WE SHIP
- _
WE STOCK FULL LINE JET PUMPS - SAME DAY
il T? Al : ‘ Dealers for
Also: GREAT PRICES ON 50 HP TO SIMAR & BOSTON

300 HPMERCURY MOTORS IN STOCK' 1 WHALER

| INFLATABLES

“Super-Quick & Super-Stable

LCheck sur Super-Prices on all Baston Whaler Dinghas jn stock Qe 147
EXAMPLE: 9 DINGHY list $695
HAWLEYS PRICE . .. . . $559

Less $50 Factory Rebute Special . . . . $509

TOLL FREE HOTLINE

H' Bevs
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