records all in the family



FROM “GOLDEN BOYS” TO “FISHIN’ VACHINI'S”:
A 20-YEAR FAMILY LIST OF ANGLING WORLD RECORDS

After catching my first golden trout from Bear Creek in 1975, I became fascinated by
the coloration of this species, often referred to as “the crown jewel of the trout
family.” When my 3 sons, then aged 9-12, each caught their initial golden from this
same creek, they too became enamored, and we made a few more backpack trips in
their pursuit during the early 1980’s. Though gaudily attired, the creek residents we
caught barely reached 9 inches.

At this point, a former student and avid backpacker George Di Ruscio, who had
hiked most portions of the John Muir Trail, informed me that he’d observed much
larger specimens in some of the loftier lakes approaching 12,000-feet elevation.

In 1985,  accompanied him on a 60-mile loop across some of the more forlorn, John
Muir Wilderness stillwaters. Indeed, I witnessed for myself fish approaching 3-
pounds-huge for this species. This really lit the flame!

Back home, I meticulously perused the International Game Fish Association (IGFA)
and National Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame (HOF), the 2 organizations that
sanction angling world records. While the 11 Ib.-4 oz. All-Tackle golden appeared
out of reach, their line and tippet-class categories astonishingly revealed several
beatable weights and numerous vacancies!

Thus, in 1987, targeting several vacancies and armed with a varied selection of lines
and tippets, a certified scale and camera gear, son, Jason, and I set out on a records-
quest. Traversing snow and talus enshrouded ridgelines between the Bear Creek
and French Canyon drainages, I struck it rich on a pair of high elevation lakes,
establishing 5 line-and tippet-class standards!

In 1988, 16-year old Jason again joined me on a rigorous return backpack to French
Canyon. After losing a near 3-pounder at the net the evening before, I proudly
watched him purposefully scramble along the same boulder-strewn outlet channel
of Royce Lake #2. Here, moments after nettinga 1 1b.-2 oz. specimen to set the 8 Ib.
tippet mark, his grin lit up the early morning dawn!

Matt (19) joined Jason and me on a 1991 trek to the headwaters of French Canyon.
From behind a boulder, we watched Matt skillfully probe a small, aerated pool at the
outlet of Steelhead Lake. Soon, his fly rod arced and a 1 Ib. carmine bolt thrashed in
his net, securing the Unlimited tippet-class and his first world record!

In prime aerobic shape and aided by our Swiss ancestry, the 3 of us sought out
demanding, lightly-visited destinations. Indeed, over several memorable off-trail
excursions between 1987-94, we collectively established an amazing 29 line and
tippet class global standards with both organizations, earning us the self-proclaimed
nickname of “Golden Boys!”

Also, during the early 90’s, a half-dozen backcountry waters housing exceptional
brook trout added another 19 world records to an expanding Golden Boys ledger!
Then in 1993, Catch & Release categories were adopted, providing additional record
opportunities. Thus with numerous vacancies over several species, son, Chris, and
daughter, Angela, embarked on their record book assaults.



During October of 1994, Chris (now 26) and I trudged into Kirman Lake, a stillwater
renown for outsized brook trout. Along its reed-lined shoreline, he filled the Catch &
Release Unlimited line-class vacancy by finessing a thick, 17-inch char to hand.
Shortly after ice-out in 1995, 15-year old Angela and I day-hiked into the Hoover
Wilderness bordering Yosemite National Park. Slogging along snow-lined Virginia
Creek, she skillfully maneuvered and netted a sleek, 17-inch rainbow trout. The
‘bow not only secured the Catch & Release 17-1b. line-class mark but her place
among the family of record setters!

This amazing 5-angler feat created the appropriate Fishin’ Vachini’s” moniker!
Indeed, between 1987-2007, no less than 67 family records were claimed among
brook, brown, bull, cutthroat, cut-bow, Dolly Varden, golden and rainbow trout, plus
graying, and Chinook salmon species!

Teaming with my children as they morphed from preteens through adolescence and
into adulthood provided a heightened level of satisfaction during our challenging
quests for angling notoriety. Although a few of the numerous initial standards we
set still stand, most have been eclipsed. The old adage, “Records are meant to be
broken,” certainly holds true. To me, however, the pride in our combined
achievements will always remain. Once a world record holder, always a world
record holder!

Following is a compilation of the Vachini family records established through the
years:

e e S L W ) Angela’s Virginia Creek rainbow trout established
on’s largest golden a s.-2 oz. from Brown the Catch & Release 17 Ib. line cl
Bear Lake, set the IGFA’s 6 1b. tippet-class mark. ass world record.



Matt’s first world record golden. 1 lb. from
Steelhead Lake, Unlimited tippet-class.

Many of the Vachini family record goldens

Chris nets a Catch & Release candidate.
were caught at ice-out.



Chris’ 17-inch brook trout from Kirman Lake
claimed the Catch & Release Unlimited line-
class record.

we  Ngw

Jason’s 1 1b.-14 oz. golden from Puppet Lake

still holds the 8 Ib. tippet-class mark.

e S

Don’s 2 Ib. golden from Puppet Lake still
holds the 12 Ib. tippet-class.

Angela holds her 2 pound rainbow, which
claimed the IGFA F-Junior world record.




“The Golden Boys” Matt, Don & Jason. Over a
20-year period, the trio registered 29 line- or
tippet-class world record golden trout with
either the IGFA or HOF!

Matt Vachini, the
author’s son, holds his
record-setting 1-pound,

8-ounce brook trout.
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International Game Fish Association
Fishing Hall of Fame & Museum

300 Gulf Stream Way, Dania Beach, Florida 33004 U.S.A.
Phone: (954) 927-2628 « Fax: (954) 924-4299 « Museum Fax: (954) 924-4220

July 15,2003

Mr. Don Vachini
5310 Redwood Highway So.
Petaluma, CA 94952

Dear Mr. Vachini:

Congratulations and welcome to IGFA's Trout Royal Slam Club! You
are only the third member of that club!

I am enclosing your certificate along with the embroidered patch for
your jacket or shirt. Tam also enclosing the press release that will be on
our website at www.igfa.org.

Also, don’t forget to watch for your name and catches in our 2004 World
Record Game Fishes book under the Special Clubs section!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Congratulations
again on your catches! Keep up the good "trout" fishing! Let me know
which club your working on next!

Sincerely,

oy e

Ms. Lesl y J. Arico
Special Projects Coordinator

Enclosures

Whether Freshwater or Saltwater, Share in the Love of Fishing and the Concern for its Future.

Education e Conservation © Recreation

E-mail: IGFAHQ@aol.com - Website: www.igfa.org
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